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Dates to Remember 
 

 

 Feb 5 

 

 
Progress Reports 

Sent Home 
 

Feb 12 

 
Valentine’s Day 

Parties in Classrooms 

Feb 12 

 
PTO Uniform Free 

Buy Out - $1.00 

Feb 15 

 
No School in 

Observance of 
President’s Day 

Feb 18 

 
Parent University at 

Charter Oak 

Feb 19 

 
Popcorn Friday 

Feb 24 

 
SIP Day 

11:30 AM Dismissal 

Feb 24 

PTO Uniform Free 
Buy Out - $1.00 

Feb 26 

 
Movie Night at Hines 

(6-8 pm) 

Mar 3 

 
Next PTO Meeting in 

Library (6-7 pm)  
Child care provided 

 

News  from  Mr.  Durr … 
The Illinois State Board of Education 
(ISBE) is asking for your feedback on 

our school in the 5Essentials 
Survey.  The survey is designed to 

help school and district leadership 
improve their understanding of the 
parent/school relationship in five 
different areas.  We must receive at 
least 30 percent parent participation in 
order for the results to be used, and all 
responses are completely anonymous. 
We’ve had an excellent response to the 
5Essentials Survey so far.  There is still 
time if you want to help our school.  
  To complete the survey, please stop in 
and take the survey or go to:  

https://survey.5-
essentials.org/illinois/ 

Your participation is appreciated. 

 

Data Update from Mrs. 
Hooker: 
There have many so many exciting 
things happening at Hines Primary 
School with data this month. Our 
students are hard at work, and it is 
paying off!   
 
Miss Triebel’s Kindergarten classroom 
reports good news from mid-year 
NWEA testing: 94% of her students 
showed growth from their BOY 
(beginning of year) score.  59% of her 
kindergarten students passed their 
MOY (middle of year) goal.  
 
In Mrs. Batterham's third grade class, 
50% of her students met or exceeded 

their NWEA goals in 
Reading. Fifty- three 
percent of students 
met or exceeded 
their NWEA goal in 
Math, with an 

additional few students  who only 
missed their goals by one point. Sixty-

seven percent of the class has shown 
significant increases in their 
Accelerated Reading ranges.  Way to to, 
kids!!! So far, we have fifteen classes 
that have met their math NWEA goals. 
 
Compass Math has been rocking it this 
year: Second graders have completed 
288 folders with an average of 74% - 4 
percentage points above the goal. Third 
graders have completed 63 folders with 
an average of 83% - 13 percentage 
points above the goal. Fourth graders 
have completed 26 folders with an 
average of 78% - 8 percentage point 
above the goal 
 
In all, second through fourth grade 
students have completed 377 folders in 
Compass Math with an average of 78% 
- 8 points above the goal. Way to go! 

 
Kindergarten 
It’s hard to believe we have been in 
school for 100 days! On Friday, January 
29, the Kindergarten classes celebrated 
the 100

th
 Day of School. Students and 

teachers arrived at school transformed 
into 100 year olds! Classes celebrated 
in a variety of ways – parading around 
the school to other classrooms, making 
hats, enjoying a “100-themed” snack, 
imagining and writing about what they 
would do with 100 dollars, and so much 
more.  
 
As we look ahead to February, each 
Kindergarten class will be having a 
Valentine’s Day party. This will be the 
last party of the 
school year. Be on 
the lookout for more 
information from 
your child’s teacher. 
As always, please be 
sure to send a warm jacket, gloves and 
a hat with your child. Kindergarten is 
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looking forward to another fun-filled 
and educational month! 

 
First Grade 

Time is flying and we are rocking and 
rolling in first grade! We are still 
working hard on following the 4 Bees in 
the classroom and throughout Hines. 
Our first graders are really beginning to 
blossom, and we are working hard to 
get ready for second grade. 
 
In phonics, we continue to discuss 
vowel teams. Two vowels side by side 
in a word are called a vowel team. We 
will continue working on our 
comprehension skills and strategies. 
Students will continue practicing 
writing at least 3-5 sentences 
independently using correct grammar 
and staying on topic. We are working 
on our  First Grade 5 Star 
Writing (punctuation and spacing, 
capital letters, descriptive words, varied 
sentences, and sentences have to make 

sense.) Speed, 
accuracy, and 

independent 
thinking are 
necessary in 
most areas of 
work for 
second grade. 
Students will 
be writing 
more in each 

subject area. It is for that reason that all 
handwriting should be neat. Sentences 
should include proper use of capital 
letters and ending marks. Letters and 
numbers should sit on the proper line 
and be formed correctly with proper 
spacing. 
 
In reading, we have begun reading our 
reading anthology readers. Each week 
the students will be tested over the 
stories in their anthology readers. We 
discuss the events in the story and the 
vocabulary words. 
In math, we will continue with the 
following skills: addition within 20 to 
solve words problems, adding and 
subtracting within 20, and 

demonstrating fluency for addition and 
subtraction within 10. 
 
In science, students will continue to 
discuss Earth’s resources. We will 
discuss how people use natural 
resources and we will identify water, 
rocks, soil, plants and animals found on 
Earth’s surface. 
 
During the month of February we will 
be celebrating Black History Month 
because this month shows and 
recognizes equality for African 
Americans everywhere. Please ask your 
child about the 
African American 
leaders who helped 
make changes in our 
society. We will be 
also recognizing two 
very important 
presidents during the month of 
February. We will be celebrating the 
legacy of President Abraham Lincoln 
and President George Washington. 
 
February is National Children's Dental 
Health Month. We will be celebrating 
this month by having Mrs. Gabor’s 
husband, a dentist, give a presentation 
to our first graders which will teach 
them the importance of taking care of 
their teeth. We are looking forward to 
his visit. 
 
The weather outside is getting colder. 
Please make sure to send a coat, hat, 
and gloves with your child to school 
each day. If they come unprepared for 
the weather, they will not be allowed 
to go outside during physical activity 
time. We are doing our best to keep 
our students healthy and in school.  
 
                                            

Second Grade   
It is hard to believe that we are already 

starting the month of 

February!!  This month 

our second graders are 

studying famous 

American leaders through biographies. 

 The children will become the expert on 

an influential person and will teach 

classmates about him or her. 

This biography study will help students 

learn how to research, write about and 

report on important leaders from 

history.   

Students are continuing to explore 

different strategies in Math to help 

with three digit addition and 

subtraction problems.  This is a huge 

concept in 2nd grade, so we are 

spending extra time in this area.  Please 

look for "Parent Letters" so that you 

can help with these skills at home.  As 

always, if you have any concerns please 

contact your child's teacher.   

Third Grade 
We have so much excitement shoved 
into the shortest month of the year!  In 
Language Arts, we will be working on 
reading and writing biographies.  In 
Math, we are finishing up fractions and 
working on multiplication and division.   
We will also be practicing PARCC before 
we have to take the real test in April.  
Parents, you can help build your child's 
brain power by setting aside time for 
your child to read 20 minutes each 
night. This helps increase your child's 
fluency and also builds stamina. It will 
help your child meet their AR goal by 
coming to school the next day and 
taking the test on the book he/she read 
the night before. 

Challenge your child to a game of 
Around the World or War with their 
math facts.  Your child will love trying 
to beat you to the multiplication and 
division answer.  Flash cards can be 
found at Dollar Tree or you can make 
them out of blank index cards also 
found at Dollar Tree.  Don't forget this 
year is a leap year so we will have 29 
days of February. 
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Fourth Grade 
4

th
 grade is excited to announce that 

Chuck Collins came speak to us earlier 
this week. Chuck Collins is a local 
meteorologist from Channels WEEK and 
WHOI. Our focus in science during 
January and February has been on the 
water cycle, weather, and all the 
changes that take place due to 
weather.  
 

 
 
 

We will also welcome back our Ag in 
the Classroom speaker who will teach 
us about wheat. The students will learn 
about wheat that is grown in Illinois, 
how it’s processed and the nutritional 
benefits of wheat. In order to do so, the 
students will also find out the 
connection yeast and gluten have with 
wheat by performing an experiment.  
 
Thank you for making sure your child 
continues to work on their 
multiplication facts; division comes 
much easier when they know those 
facts! Don’t forget to encourage your 
child to read daily! As always, thanks 
for all your support throughout the 
year! 
 
Multicultural and Global 
Education            Mrs. Del Pozo 

 
 
By 2018, it is projected that over half of 
all children in the U.S. will be from 
minority groups, with over 10% as 
English language learners.  The 
increasing diversity of the population is 
shifting the needs in how we educate 
our unique students.  One way of 
teaching is through multicultural 
education and global education.  The 
goal of multicultural education is to 
help students appreciate and recognize  
the accomplishments of cultures other 
than their own.  Such teaching is to 
build knowledge of the world around us 
and to prepare students to live in our 

more global society. Global education is 
our understanding of how 
interconnected we are with other 
countries and also our understanding of 
global issues. At home, share with your 
child about your family beliefs and 
culture. Explore different world events 
through the internet. Celebrate 
holidays and share the meaning behind 
each celebration with your child.  

Music Notes            Mrs. Peryam   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
January and February are good months 
to study African American composers 
and performers.  We are studying 
composers and singers who are still 
alive!  Blues music will be our topic for 
a few weeks in February.  
Grade 3 students are learning 
multicultural drumming, and grade 4 
students are learning to make sweet 
sounds from recorders after they pass a 
note naming test.  Grade 2 students 
continue to improve their ukulele 
techniques.  Kindergarteners are 
learning echo songs, and grade 1 
students are learning to sing with 
emotion in their voices.  There’s never 
a dull moment in music class! 
If your child can tell you the name of 
the most recent blues composer we 
have studied, or can sing a song of his 
we have learned, please send a note 
with your child to give me.  In return, I 
will give your child 5 Bee Bucks!   
Happy February!  

Type to Learn 
Mrs. Long 

During NWEA testing last month, our 
2nd-4th grade students concentrated 
their efforts in the Compass Reading 

lab on learning good keyboarding skills. 
The program we used, Type to Learn, is 
a fun keyboarding program that allows 
students to work their way through 
11 levels from Beginner all the way up 
to Agent.  Keeping fingers in Home Row 
is the goal.  By starting with pointers on 
the F and J keys and thumbs on the 
space bar, students can match their 
fingers up to keys in the middle row – 
Home Row! Their Words Per Minute 
(WPM) score is increasing and they are 
beginning to memorize where some of 
the keys are located on the keyboard. 
Remember:  HOME ROW is the goal. 
 Students are not to type with one 
finger on both hands, but should utilize 
all of their fingers and always keep 
them in the Home Row position. 
 
If you want your 2nd-4th grade child to 
practice his/her keyboarding skills at 

home, you can 
download the Type to 
Learn program on 
either a Mac or 
Windows platform at 

this 

website: http://ttl4.
sunburst.com/downloads/   Your 

child's Compass log in is also used for 
Type to Learn.  If the log in screen asks 
for an Account Code, type in this 

number:  149728.  Happy typing! 
 

Compass Math 
Mr. Howeler 

Every week in Compass Math we 

discussed a cool career which involves 

advanced mathematics. One of these 

careers, computer 

game designer, was 

covered a couple 

months ago. Little did 

the students know at 

that time they would 

have a part in creating an online game. 

Students in grades 2-4 recently had an 

opportunity to submit an idea for a 

game. One was chosen from each grade 

level. The first ten minutes of each class 

we are working towards completing 

these games. As we go through this 

Mark your calendars: 

Spring Music 
Concert 
May 12th 
at Hines 

http://ttl4.sunburst.com/downloads/
http://ttl4.sunburst.com/downloads/
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process the students will see how 

mathematics plays an important role, 

especially when it comes to logic.  By 

the end of April or beginning of May 

each class will have contributed to 

creating an online game. I have seen 

much excitement by the students and 

am also encouraged as I see their high 

levels of interest and participation. 

 

Student Council Update 
Mrs. Arick & Miss O’Donnell 

Hines Student Council will be helping 
Illinois Valley Fuller Center for Housing 
again, a non-profit organization. Our 
students sell Bergner's coupon books 
for just $5 which will benefit their 
home repair program for veterans. 
There is a grand total of over $500 in 
coupons available in this amazing 
Bergner's booklet! Hines students were 
amazing "salesmen" & "salesladies" at 
Bergner's in November. Stop by 
Bergner's at the Shoppes at Grand 
Prairie on Saturday, February 13

th
  from 

10-12:00. 
 
Mark your calendar for our next 
meetings: March 1, April 5, and May 3. 
The first Tuesday of the month has 
worked out well for us. See you at 7:45 
A.M. in Miss O.'s room. Our next 
school wide project is the collection of 
Coins for Kids for Easter Seals. Start 
collecting coins now!  
 

Project Care News: 
It is commonly acknowledged that one 
of the most important components of 
student achievement and success is 
parent involvement. When students 
receive support from both home and 
school, they have more self-
confidence, feel school is more 
important, and they tend to do better 
in school. The presence of parents in 
schools not only provides additional 
academic supports but also creates 
community and cultural connections.  
 
At Hines we have a number of parents 
who participate in school-wide 
activities in a variety of ways. We 

appreciate the time and effort of these 
parents and their desire to increase  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
parent involvement in the daily 
learning activities at Hines.   
 
Here are a few examples that you may 
be able to get involved in: become a 
class parent; assist with after-school 
clubs; read to and with students; share 
your expertise and culture with 
students; join the PTO; chaperone field 
trips; offer to assemble learning 
centers and materials. There are many 
ways to get involved beyond these 

examples and even the 
smallest deed makes 
a difference. A 
positive and 
supportive school 
culture will bolster 

academic achievement and minimize 
behavioral problems. Parental 
involvement is crucial to building this 
culture. Kids need to know they're not 
making their life journey alone. They 
need you. We need you! As a parent, 
what steps could you make to be more 
involved in your child’s education? 
What ideas do you have to improve the 

partnership between Hines and 
families? We are eager to hear from 
you and anticipate working together to 
support your student. 

Art News 
Mrs. Montgomery 

It is hard to believe we are already into 
the month of February.  We have been 
working on following step-by-step 
directions using shapes and lines to 
create winter and ocean scenes.  Our 
foster grandparent, Ms. Adrienne, has 
been using her true art talents and 
knowledge to teach the students how 
to draw which will eventually lead to 
the painting process.  
 

 
 I am very excited to give let parents 
know that we will be doing an Art 
fundraiser with Original Works in the 
coming months.  Look for more 
information coming in March.  Your 
child will create a piece of art work that 
you will be able to purchase on various 
products.  We will start creating our 
masterpieces very soon! 
 
I have received some donations of 
various items to use in Art class. 
Thank you so very much. Your 
generosity is truly appreciated!  If you 
have any extra goodies lying around the 
house (art related) we will gladly take 
them off your hands.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 BEES 
 

Be Respectful 
 

Be Responsible 
 

 
Be Safe 

 
Be Ready to Learn 
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News from our PTO: 
Mrs. Mindy Barksdale 

Thank you to all of the Hines families 
who came to our recent Culver's 
restaurant night.  We appreciate the 
support!  The PTO will be sponsoring a 
buy-out for Valentine's Day on February 
12th and also for the half-day on 
February 24th. Bring $1 and wear your 
favorite red, white, and pink on 

February 
12th.  We 
also have a 
fun and 

exciting 
Movie Night 
planned for 
our Hines' 

families on February 26th at 6 pm. 
 Admission:  A Bag of Candy for our 
upcoming Carnival. More information 
will be coming home closer to the date. 
 Admission is a bag of candy to help 
support our school carnival.  The 
Carnival will be on April 16th so save 
the date now!!! It will be a fun time for 
all with face painting, a bouncy house, 
games, food, and our annual silent 
auction!  We hope to see all of our 

Hines families at this fun event! Our 
next PTO meeting is scheduled for 
March 3rd at 6 pm.   

 
Friendly Reminders from 
Nurse Jenn … 
With the temperatures outside below 

freezing, please make sure that your 

child wears a winter coat, hat and 

gloves to school every day. If you are in 

need of coats, hats or gloves for your 

children please let us know and we 

would be happy to help you. We would 

like all children to stay as healthy as 

possible so please keep your child 

home if they have had a fever over 

100.0, vomiting or diarrhea within with 

past 24 hours. If you have any 

questions or concerns about your child 

please call me at 309-672-6525. Thank 

you for allowing me to care for your 

children throughout the school day!! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Importance of Teaching Manners to your Children … 
“Say thank you,” “Sit up straight,” “Shake hands,” “Say please.”  These were all phrases many of us heard from our parents as 
we were growing up.  Many of us do the same with our own children.  But, why do we bother?  Teaching manners seems to be 
on the decline in our society, but nonetheless, the ability to demonstrate good manners still remains an important factor in 

success in life.  Why is it so important to teach manners, anyway?  
 
Having good manners meets a social expectation.  Those who demonstrate good manners earn more respect than those who 
demonstrate poor manners.  Having good manners will also play a role in your child’s future!  
 
By showing good manners, you demonstrate respect for yourself and for others.  Your children  
demonstrate they listen to you and follow your instruction if they have good manners.  Good  
manners also show that your child has respect for authority figures.   
 
From future bosses, to girlfriends/boyfriends, good manners can make or break an opportunity.  
Simply put, your children may be more successful in life if they learn good manners. 
 
Good manners modeled at home can go a long way toward teaching them.  Eventually, using  
good manners will become a habit.  Your children will use good manners without your prompting.   
Praise your child each time they use good manners without your encouragement.  You’ll see a  
difference!  It’s never too late to model and teach good manners at home. 
 
            Source:  http://childdevelopmentinfo.com/parenting/the-importance-of-teaching-manners-to-kids/ 
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Morning Drop-off Procedure for Cars …     

Thank you to all families who take the extra effort in complying with our drop-off and pickup rules. Together we will 

continue to keep our parking situation safe for our students. 

 

**Please share this information with any adult driving your child to school. 

 
As a reminder, adults driving children to school have two drop-off options: 

From 8:15-8:30 you may:  1. Wait in the drop-off line and take advantage of the staff helping your child exit 

the car, OR  2. You may park in a designated parking place in the school lot and walk your child up to the 

building.   

 

Please note the following:   

 You may not stop your vehicle in the center aisle and unload your children. Students are not allowed to 

walk up to the building unattended.  In addition, parents cannot leave cars running in the center aisle while 

an adult walks their children to the sidewalk.  We have daycare vans and other vehicles which must use 

this center lane at this time.  

 You may not park by the crosswalk or along our sidewalks. These areas may not be blocked as we have 

walkers coming from the surrounding neighborhoods. 

 Please be respectful to the staff members who are supervising our parking lot.  It is never acceptable to 

curse at staff members or raise your voice when you talk with them.  If they ask you to move your vehicle, 

it is because you are not following parking lot procedure.  We always want to set a good example for our 

students, and we appreciate your cooperation as we work to keep our students safe. 

 Parking in a handicapped parking place is never allowed unless you have the appropriate signage. 

 If you arrive after 8:30 AM, you must park your car, walk your children into the building and sign them in at 

the office before they go to class.  It is an expectation that all students are in  
their classroom and Ready to Learn at 8:30 AM every day. 
                                         

                    Continue to think SAFETY OVER CONVENIENCE. 

 

 

 

 

 
 


